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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

A telephone inquiry was made by the applicant on September 1 1 , 2009 indicating 
that claim 32 had not being addressed in the final Office action mailed on August 17 th , 
2009. Because the Final Office Action mailed on August 17 th , 2009 was incomplete, the 
finality of that Office action is withdrawn. Claims 1-2, 4-18, 20-23, 25-30, and 33-36 are 
allowed in accordance with the examiner's answer below. 

An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1 .312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with Edward Meisarosh on January 21, 2010. 

The application has been amended as follows: 

Cancel claims 3, 19, 24, 31 and 32. 

Replace claim 1 with the following: 
-- A method for automatically creating a new playlist, comprising: 

receiving a reference playlist defining a plurality of attributes for each of one or 
more program segments, the attributes comprising an on-air time, a start-of message, 
and a duration for each program segment; 
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comparing at least one on-air time in the reference playlist to a specified 
reference time; 

identifying, based on the comparison, at least one program segment in the 
reference playlist that is active at the specified reference time; 

adjusting, based on the at least one identified active program segment, the on-air 
time, the start-of message, and the duration attributes for one or more program 
segments in the reference playlist to create the new playlist; and 

executing the new playlist on a second subsystem that provides failure protection 
for a first subsystem. - 

In claim 2, lines 2-3, replace "a first subsystem that sources" with -the first 
subsystem, which sources- 

In claim 4, line 1 , replace "of claim 2" with --of claim 1 - 

In claim 6, lines 2-3, replace "a first subsystem that sources" with -the first 
subsystem, which sources-. 

In claim 6, line 3, replace "zone, and" with -zone; and-. 

In claim 7, line 2, replace "a second subsystem that sources" with -the second 
subsystem, which sources- 
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In claim 8, line 2, replace "a second subsystem that sources" with --the second 

subsystem, which sources- 
Replace claim 18 with the following: 

-An automated playlist chaser adapted to: 

receive a reference playlist defining a plurality of attributes for each of one or 

more program segments, the attributes comprising an on-air time, a start-of message, 

and a duration for each program segment; 

compare at least one on-air time in the reference playlist to a specified reference 

time; 

identify, based on the comparison, at least one program segment in the 
reference playlist that is active at the specified reference time; 

adjust, based on the at least one identified active program segment, the on-air 
time, the start-of message, and the duration attributes for one or more program 
segments in the reference playlist to create a new playlist; and 

execute the new playlist on a second subsystem that provides failure protection 
for a first subsystem. - 

In claim 21 , lines 2-3, replace "a first subsystem that sources" to -the first 
subsystem, which sources- 
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Replace claim 23 with the following: 
--A content sourcing facility comprising: 

at least first and second content sourcing subsystems, each adapted to generate 
a subsystem stream of content; and 

an automated playlist chaser adapted to: 

receive a reference playlist defining a plurality of attributes for each of one 
or more program segments, the attributes comprising an on-air time, a start-of 
message, and a duration for each program segment; 

compare at least one on-air time in the reference playlist to a specified 
reference time; 

identify, based on the comparison, at least one program segment in the 
reference playlist that is active at the specified reference time; 

adjust, based on the at least one identified active program segment, the 
on-air time, the start-of message, and the duration attributes for one or more program 
segments in the reference playlist to create a new playlist, wherein at least one of the 
content sourcing subsystems, which provides failure protection for at least one other 
content sourcing subsystem, generates its subsystem stream of content based on the 
new playlist. - 

In claim 26, lines 2-3, replace "a first subsystem that sources" with -the first 
content sourcing subsystem, which sources- 
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Replace claim 30 with the following: 

--A server comprising at least one processing unit adapted to execute: 

operating software for managing communication and file operations; and 
at least a portion of an automated playlist chaser application, wherein the 

automated playlist chaser application is adapted to: 

receive a reference playlist defining a plurality of attributes for each of one 

or more program segments, the attributes comprising an on-air time, a start-of 

message, and a duration for each program segment; 

compare at least one on-air time in the reference playlist to a specified 

reference time; 

identify, based on the comparison, at least one program segment in the 
reference playlist that is active at the specified reference time; 

adjust, based on the at least one identified active program segment, the 
on-air time, the start-of message, and the duration attributes for one or more program 
segments in the reference playlist to create a new playlist; and 

execute the new playlist on a second subsystem that provides failure 
protection for a first subsystem. - 

Add new claim 33 as follows: 
-- A method for automatically creating a new playlist, comprising: 
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(a) receiving a reference playlist defining a plurality of attributes for each of one 
or more program segments, the attributes comprising an on-air time, a start-of 
message, and a duration for each program segment; 

(b) comparing at least one on-air time in the reference playlist to a specified 
reference time; 

(c) identifying, based on the comparison, at least one program segment in the 
reference playlist that is active at the specified reference time; 

(d) adjusting, based on the at least one identified active program segment, at 
least one of the on-air time, the start-of message, and the duration attributes for one or 
more program segments in the reference playlist to create the new playlist, wherein: 

(i) the reference playlist corresponds to a playlist currently being executed by 
a first subsystem that sources a first on-air feed that is intended for viewing in at least a 
first time zone; and 

(ii) the specified reference time is based on the current time of day in a 
second time zone that is different than the first time zone; 

(e) executing the reference playlist on a second subsystem that sources an 
intermediate feed that is substantially synchronous with the first on-air feed that is 
sourced by the first subsystem; and 

(f) delaying the intermediate feed using a delay unit to produce a second on-air 
feed that is intended for viewing in at least the second time zone, such that the 
difference between the start of a given program segment in the first on-air feed and the 
start of the given program segment in the second on-air feed is equal to the time of day 
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difference between the first and second time zones, wherein, upon detecting a failure in 
the delay unit: 

(i) the delay unit is bypassed such that the intermediate feed becomes the 
second on-air feed; and 

(ii) the new playlist is loaded into and executed by the second subsystem. - 

Add new claim 34 as follows: 
--A computer-implemented method for automatically creating a new playlist, comprising: 

(a) receiving a reference playlist defining a plurality of attributes for each of one 
or more program segments, the attributes comprising an on-air time, a start-of 
message, and a duration for each program segment; 

(b) comparing at least one on-air time in the reference playlist to a specified 
reference time; 

(c) identifying, based on the comparison, at least one program segment in the 
reference playlist that is active at the specified reference time; 

(d) adjusting, based on the at least one identified active program segment, at 
least one of the on-air time, the start-of message, and the duration attributes for one or 
more program segments in the reference playlist to create the new playlist; 

(e) initializing a first variable based on the reference time plus a processing time; 

(f) initializing a second variable to the value of the first variable; 
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(g) determining a current program segment from the reference playlist by 
comparing the value of the second variable with timeslots for program segments in the 
reference playlist; 

(h) determining, by the computer, media type and corresponding queuing delay 
for the source of the current program segment; 

(i) updating the value of the second variable to be equal to the value of first 
variable plus the queuing delay, and 

(j) checking to see if the updated value of the second variable is within the 
timeslot for the current program segment, and, if it is not, repeating steps (g)-(i) until the 
updated value of the second variable is within the timeslot for the current program 
segment. - 

Add new claim 35 as follows: 
--The invention of claim 34, wherein the adjusting includes: 

determining a value for a third variable by subtracting the on-air time of the 
current program segment from the value of the second parameter; 

calculating a new start-of message attribute for the current program segment by 
adding the start-of message of the current program segment to the value of the third 
parameter; 

calculating a new duration attribute for the current program segment by 
subtracting the value of the third parameter from the duration of the current program 
segment, and 
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setting a new start-of time for the current program segment equal to the value of 
the second variable. - 

Add new claim 36 as follows: 
--The invention of claim 35, wherein: 

the first variable corresponds to a variable CurrentTime; 

the second variable corresponds to a variable NewOnAirTime, and 

the third variable corresponds to a variable TimePast.- 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to USHA RAMAN whose telephone number is (571)272- 
7380. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri: 8am-4:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Christopher Kelley can be reached on (571) 272-7331 . The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Christopher Kelley/ 
Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art 
Unit 2424 

/Usha Raman/ 



